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Welcome back and a very Happy New Year.

We have started back into school with a fantastic 3 days. Our children have settled quickly back into
routine in their classes and | have given out more than 10 golden stickers over the last 3 days. What a

fabulous start!

This will only be a short newsletter, as | am looking at ways to make the newsletter more accessible. |
will be exploring this over the next couple of weeks. Next week, we have our class curriculum sessions
where teachers will be sharing information about what your children will be learning about this half

term. We only had 2 or 3 parents attend last time so it would be lovely to see a more positive turnout.

| would also like to inform you that Miss Smith will be retiring from her role as teaching assistant with us
on Friday 12% January. Miss Smith has made the decision to fulfil her adventurous ambitions and will be

taking time to travel with her daughter. | am sure you will join me in wishing her well on the next step of

this adventure. We have already appointed a teaching assistant who has this week starting working

alongside Miss Curtis, her name is Miss Lydon. Miss Lydon has been supporting in class and getting to

know all of our wonderful children. | am sure you will join me in welcoming her to our team.

We have another busy half term so please keep refreshing yourself with dates of events.

Have a great weekend

Mrs Callaghan




N: Bella

R: Logan

Y1: Blake

Y2: Nancy
Y3: lzzy

Y4: Vinnie
Y5- Casey
Y6- Lucas

RP- Prraveesh

DOJO Champion

R: Minnie
Y1: Lexy
Y2: Roary
Y3: Harry
Y4- Leo
Y5- Harriet
Y6- Poppy
RP- Albert




Learning this week...

This week Snowy Owls have been creating their own superheroes. They have come up
with their own names and what their superheroes can do. In Maths Reception have
been practising counting backwards from 10 and ordering their numbers backwards
from 10 too. In Year 1 the children have been looking at word problems and thinking
about what addition calculations they can make from them. In Science and Geography
this week we have been looking at different types of weather and climates. We have
explored the different weather symbols and doing our own weather forecasts. We
have also been thinking about what we would see and need in different climate zones
around the world. Snowy Owls have been really busy in our first 3 days back and come
back with a great attitude to their learning. Well done everyone! Keep this up!

Miss Sands

We have had a very busy 3 days back in Year 2,3 and 4, getting back into our routines
straight away. In English we have started our new text 'Manfish' by Jennifer Berne.
First, we predicted what the text might be about looking at clues such as a blueprint of
a ship and some scuba diving equipment. Then we read the text and found out the
main character was Jacques Cousteau and how he was a real person who invented the
aqualung. We have explored lots of new vocabulary relating to our text. In Maths we
have started our unit on multiplication, with year 2's looking at grouping equal
amounts, yr 3's recapping on their 2's, 5's and 10's, and year 4's recapping on their 4's
and 8's. Please ask the children multiplication questions at every opportunity, the
guicker their recall the better! The children started their new PE unit of gymnastics
and dance, and have started to work in their pairs to put together a routine.

Miss Curtis

This week, Desert Owls have come back ready to learn. The children started the term
following the usual classroom routines and got straight back into their lessons. In
maths, we have continued our division work and have mastered short division with
remainders. In English, we have started our new vehicle text 'The story like the Wind'.
The children have all written their own onomatopoeia poems linked to the sounds you
would hear in a rainstorm. In History, the children have been show casing their
learning about Roman Britain in the form of a double page spread. The children all
shared their learning about jobs, education, homes and how men and women were




treated differently. The class have all come back from Christmas well rested and ready
to tackle Spring term.
Mrs Price

Tawny owls have had a very busy first three days into the new term. Children have
settled back into their normal school routines after the excitement of Christmas and
have been introduced to their new English book, "Juniper Jupiter". This story relates to
superheroes so children have begun this topic by creating their own, which sparked
lots of imagination for some brilliant writing. Children have spent lots of time this

week completing sensory circuits which has supported them to settle into their school
routine successfully.

Miss Pemberton

wWe have started a new rveading nitiative tn school. Each class has o
reading tree on thelr winoow close to thelr class veading arveas. Parents of




Younger chtldren are encournged to write in children's planners each thme
they read at howme and older children are encouraged to vecord when they
have vead. For each vead, childven will veceive a leat on the veading tree.
We will then have a 155, 24 and =2 place in each class for the wost veads
at the end of the terme. These chiloven will be taken out of school to
purchase their reading reward. Please support Your child to vead at home.

" The more that you
read, the more things
you will know. The
more that you learn.

the more places youll
0. -Dr Seuss

Online home learning support




As a school, we have invested in online subscriptions to engage and
support the children’s learning both in school and at home.

Children in Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 will have log in details for
the following:

Reading Plus- To support reading fluency and comprehension

Rollama- A themed universe of mini-games and teaching tools for spelling, punctuation,
and grammar, with medals, leader boards, avatars, competitions, and more.

Timetable Rackstars (TTRS)- a maths programme that takes all the worry out of learning

times tables and has a proven track record of boosting children’s fluency and recall in
multiplication and division.

Reception and Year 1

Read Write Inc- Phonics programme that supports blending and
segmenting of words to support reading, writing and spelling. Links are
attached above.
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Applying for a Primary School place in September 2024

M8 The closing date for applying for a primary [f® Cheshire West
i school place is Monday, 15 January 2024 @ and Chester

Applying for a
Primary School place
September 2024

The closing date for

@ applying for a primary
school place is
Monday, 15 January 2024

Applications received after this deadline will be
processed after all on time applications

& Cheshire West
and Chester

Nursery parents, please call the school office if
you would like help to apply for a reception place
for September 2024




Diary of events for Spring Term

Wednesday 3" January

Start back to school

Monday 8" January

Forest school sessions start for Reception

Monday 8" January 2.30pm

Reception/Year 1 curriculum information session for parents

Tuesday 9" January 2.30pm

Year 2,3,4 curriculum information session for parents

Wednesday 10" January
2.30pm

Year 5 and Y6 curriculum information session for parents. Helsby

High Head teacher will be joining for this event too.

Thursday 11™ January

Swimming begins for Year 3 and Year 4

Tuesday 23" January
3.30pm

SATS information session for Year 6 parents

Wednesday 24" January

Tree Planting event for Y2/3/4 - Letters sent home to those
involved

Thursday 8" February

Class Book Look- Come and see your child’s learning this half
term!

Friday 9" February 3.20pm

Monday 19t February 8.40

School closes for half term

Children return to school

Please take a note of term dates.

These are also on the school website




At Natlonal Onidine Safety
feel It iz needed. This gulde

belleve in empowering porents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with thelr ¢
221 on one of many apps which we belleve trustad adults shoulks be awars of. Please visit www.natlonalondinesatety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults

on, should they

can be

offersa

Download the YouTube Kids
app and connect your own
YouTube channel.

Input your child’s name,
age and birth month.

you want to include for your
child based on their age and
your own personal choice.

If you decide to approve

the content yourself, the

app will present you with
sample videos for you to
accept and reject.

Once you've made your
choice, you're ready to use

the app!
4

REMOVE ADVERTISEMENTS

Like YouTube, adverts on YouTube Kids are also
quite pervasive. If you decide you don‘t want your
child being exposed to adverts, you can subscribe
| to YouTube Premium which will remove adverts on
YouTube Kids. However, it's worth remembering
that this doesn’t block adverts that content
creators decide to make as part of their content,
and children are still able to access channel
from branded fast food or toy companies.

RESTRICT VIEWING TIME

The YouTube Kids app provides you with the
option of nmng \‘a‘p a timer to monitor and

limit your child’s ollyhut o, which

automatically stops the video when it

reaches the sot time. It may be best to make

use of this feature to prevent screen

addiction - which can potentially lead to

children staying ur too late, atfecting their

mood and concentration the following day.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Kids 'uomlng like a very child-friendly platform, it has raised
inappropriate content seeping through the curation process.

8 you if

and easy-to-navigate
young children, This app is easily accessible and available for mobile
ded without needing the YouTube app on the device. Despite YouTube

\What{ParentsjkICarersiNeed|tojknowlabout]

YOUTUBEKIDS

YouTube Kids is a child-friendly version of YouTube whi
environment that's suitable for

Advice for ts &Ca

7| BE WARY OF UNSUITABLE CONTENT W DISABLESEARCHOPTION @

YouTube Kids has a far lower chance of B

showing unsuitable material than YouTube,

but there are still reports of malicious users e

deliberately uploading Inuﬁgmprlalo content.

It's im ant that your child feels able to talk to
hey were ever exposed to upsetting

content in the future. it's also safest to report

inappropriate videos: tap the three dots in the

y corner of the video and select ‘Report’”.

YouTube Kids has also made it possible for
parents and carers to see what their children
are watching on the app by clicking on the
‘Recommended’ icon on the top right of the <,
home screen. It may aiso be worth having a
look at what your child has recently watched
by clicking on their history tab. The red bar on
the video shows how much of the video has
been watched.
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YouTube Kids allows you to disable the search
feature, which you may find useful in preventing
your child from unintentionally finding
e-inappropriate content. Doing this will also
give you more control over what your child is
watc! ln?. It‘s also worth noting that setting an
will ensure that your child is only
oxposed to recommended videos that are
deemad suitable for their age group. @»
Ly
WATCH TOGETHER &
It's important to make YouTube Kids a fun and
positive oxrﬂenco for your child, This may require
spending time llndinﬂ channels and content that
ou and your child will enjoy and benefit from. Try
ntroducing fumllr sessions where you can share
the most enjoyable videos that you and your child
have recently watched. This can be a great way of
giving you and your child many new things to talk
about with each other.
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Users of thie guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.04.2022




